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Riverfly Scoring

The Biological Monitoring Working Party (BMWP) score system was devised in the 
1970s. It was created as a standardised way to use freshwater invertebrates to assess 
water quality. Each type of riverfly has a score based on their sensitivity to pollution. 
The most sensitive riverflies have a score of 10. Less sensitive riverflies have a lower 
score, all the way down to 0 for those that can tolerate high levels of pollution. 

The Biological Monitoring 
Working Party Score

Abundance Score Estimated Number

1-9 1 Quick Count

10-99 2 Nearest 10

100-999 3 Nearest 100

Over 1000 4 Nearest 1000
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Order Families Tick if Present Score

Ephemeroptera (Up-
wing fly larvae)

Mayfly

Flat-bodied Up-wing

Blue-winged Olive
Olive

Plecoptera (Stoneflies 
larvae) Stonefly

Gammaridae Freshwater Shrimp

Trichoptera (Cadisfly
larvae)

Caseless Caddis

Cased Caddis

Total - >

Additional sightings or notes:

Riverfly Sampling
School/Group:

Date:

Location:
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