WEST WALES
RIVERS TRUST

IMPROVING WATER QUALITY

H I V E H H E H u " Cardigan Bay Liyn Eiddwen ¢

Two of the three Aeron waterbodies have improved
over the the three Water Framework Directive

The Aeron is a predominately rural river in Ceredigion. It
assessment cycles. CO

rises from its source at Llyn Eiddwen in the Mynydd Bach
hills and then flows in a westerly direction to Cardigan

S Aberaeron

Bay. Felinfach and Aberaeron are the main communities . L / )
on the river. '
The Llyn Eiddew is a natural, upland lake which supports B _ )
flora (Shoreweed, Spring Quillwort and Quillwort) and ~ . [ ) Lok P _

wildfowl which has led to its designation as a Special Site 7
/}/* elinfach

of Scientific Interest (SSSi). Afon Aeron

Source to

conflunce
Gwili
PROTECTED SITES
The Aeron is not one of Wales’s Special Area of . 4 Afon Aeron
ilometers -

Conservation-designated rivers. However, it empties into Confluence
the Qardlgan Bay/Bae Cert.adlglon e e Faci e nee semEled by Gwili to tide
Special Area of Conservation }2} Afonydd Cymru with @ Fsmée
(SAC), designated for its afonydd cymru support from the Esmee Fairbairn Falrbalrn
population of _ ‘ Foundation.
Bottlenose dolphins. Afon Myrdr
The current status of this Er— AERON SEWIN PROBABLY AT RISK

SAC is Favourable. CO

dolphin :
Sewin fopl/?tChes In its latest The Afon Aeron has shown improvement in water
350 < ~ assessments NRW quality, since Water Framework Directive
FISH SPECIES oo ~ assess| Y El . irective
N classified Aeron classifications began in 2009. Originally, in moderate
Although salmon are present, the Aeron is predominately 250 ~ sewin populations status throughout its length, the river suffered from
sea trout (sewin) river but the 2022 stock assessment 200 & as probably at repeat pollutions from the 1970s which resulted in a
shows the river’s sewin population to be probably at risk 150 * risk, although it significant prosecution of the creamery site at
from extinction. 100 predict this status Felinfach.
/ » | 50 \ \ to change to
0 probably not at The combined assessment of macrophytes and
O N A DXL 0N D9 0N A D™ hytobentos is a measure of the combined impact to
NI IV I riskby2029.. pry
I , PR AR RPN CO water quality usually associated with nutrient
Sewin/brown trout Atlantic Salmon Aeron sewin rod catches 2010 - 2024. pollution.



https://westwalesriverstrust.org/
https://waterwatchwales-nrw.hub.arcgis.com/
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/c53b4gje/complete-accessible-aeron-kyr-2024.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-of-salmon-stocks-and-fisheries-in-england-and-wales-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-of-salmon-stocks-and-fisheries-in-england-and-wales-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/assessment-of-salmon-stocks-and-fisheries-in-england-and-wales-in-2021
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/salmonid-and-freshwater-fisheries-statistics
https://cdn.cyfoethnaturiol.cymru/sjeepjtr/conservation-advice-for-cardigan-bay-sac.pdf
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	RIVER AERON
	The Aeron is a predominately rural river in Ceredigion.  It rises from its source at Llyn Eiddwen in the Mynydd Bach hills and then flows in a westerly direction to Cardigan Bay.  Felinfach and Aberaeron are the main communities on the river.
	The Llyn Eiddew is a natural, upland lake which supports flora (Shoreweed, Spring Quillwort and Quillwort) and wildfowl which has led to its designation as a Special Site of Scientific Interest (SSSi).
	PROTECTED SITES
	The Aeron is not one of Wales’s Special Area of Conservation-designated rivers. However, it empties into the Cardigan Bay/Bae Ceredigion  Special Area of Conservation  (SAC), designated for its  population of  Bottlenose dolphins.  The current status of this  SAC is Favourable.

	FISH SPECIES
	Although salmon are present, the Aeron is predominately sea trout (sewin) river but the 2022 stock assessment shows the river’s sewin population to be probably at risk from extinction.
	Sewin/brown trout
	Atlantic Salmon
	SOURCE

	LLYN EIDDWEN
	LENGTH
	37.3 km
	CATCHMENT AREA

	161  km

	IMPROVING WATER QUALITY
	Two of the three Aeron waterbodies have improved over the the three Water Framework  Directive assessment cycles.
	The Afon Aeron has shown improvement in water quality, since Water Framework Directive classifications began in 2009.  Originally, in moderate status throughout its length, the river suffered from repeat pollutions from the 1970s which resulted in a significant prosecution of the creamery site at Felinfach.
	The combined assessment of macrophytes and phytobentos is a measure of the combined impact to water quality usually associated with nutrient pollution.
	Bottlenose dolphin

	AERON SEWIN PROBABLY AT RISK
	In its latest assessments NRW classified Aeron sewin populations as probably at risk, although it predict this status to change to probably not at risk by 2029..



